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■ • — a continuation"of our strategy of- 1966-67;-'that is, regaining our . 

position in the countryside, extending pacification, and grinding along ’ 
on the basis of slowly reducing the VC manpower base in the South,' \- \' 
which we are doing at the rate of about one million per year through v 
movement to the cities, plus refugees from VC areas, plus extended ^ 

, control in the countryside. r 

. . . - 

• ** *. 

• * * • • 

-- a . so-called population -control strategy an which we would keep U. S. . 

as well as Vietnamese forces in a position to give more regular and 
steady protection to the South Vietnamese population centers rather 
than grappling with the North Vietnamese units at the frontiers. 

Westy would defend his policy of 1966-67 as a population protection 
strategy in the face of North Vietnamese pressures across the frontiers. - 
But it is conceivable that, after very careful analysis with Westy on the 
scene, some practical difference could be identified between the policy 
£bat he has been following and a policy of so-called population protection. 
As you know, I am skeptical of any abstract debate of this proposition • • ‘ . 

it is tested against actual force distributions and utilization on 
the spot in detail. 
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The latter strategy involves adopting one or more of the following 

three courses of action: 

* 

•f 

-- .™i^ n g-.%e .NorJ;h Vietnani^^haxb<3*6K:and trying to interdict the 
transport routes from China; 


— inva(hng^e-_s.guthera:part'“^if:North-Vietna'm-tand-blocking-the.-transpoEC 

route s from r ^ay J ^nh^tp^oth'-the“Mdgia-pasV:int _ o-l;aos- ; ahd-the roadsr • 
tothe.DMZ; or 

0 i, . _ ♦ 

--.moving into Laos on Route^9 ; and-blocking.pn_the_grovind the Laos 
transport routes-into South Vietnam"just'-sputh. of the 17th parallels 

* • 

In different ways, any one of these three actions could put a very tough set 


of dcCioiOns to IlaiiOx clllu L<j iia aliica. I happen iu believe that if the South 
Vietnamese government is on its feet and tolerably effective; we are moving 
forward militarily in the south, even if slowly; our terms for a settlement 
remain modest and legitimate; that neither the Soviet Union nor Communist 
China would e s calate the war and that we would have a chance of bringing it 
more quickly to an end, I feel in my bones that after the Tet offensive, things _ 
can never be quite the same, and that a simple return to the 1966-67 strategy 
will not wash. '*f.-V-'v • . "" 
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What i'am 'XQc 0 mtnending is _ simply that we'C'a'rry:outrthe,:r»O8t' care£vii 
staff V.°rK on these-alternatdyesjrom the presentr^pr.ward^.so that youT • 
'can make...a ration^-judgment..as^tpjyMch-way^we^gg^fcthe^May-pe'ace '' '• f r. 
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